The Story of the Red Sea Command
was; and has become so bad as to induce Mr. Scott to order
me to begin a course of nitrous baths. This remedy, exclu-
sive of the disease itself, is sufficient to induce me to be
desirous to wait, at least rather longer than the Susannah*
will; if not to give over all thoughts of joining you.
I do this, I assure you, with reluctance, notwithstanding
I think it very probable that I shall soon hear of your being
recalled f; however, considering that circumstance, and the
bad state of my body, and the remedy which I am obliged to
use, I should be mad if I were to think of going at this
moment.
As I am writing upon this subject, I will freely acknowledge
that my regret at being prevented from accompanying you
has been greatly increased by the kind, candid, and handsome
manner in which you have behaved towards me; and I
will confess as freely, not only that I did not expect such
treatment, but that my wishes before you arrived, regarding
going upon the expedition, were directly the reverse of what
they are at this moment. I need not enter further upon this
subject, than to entreat you will not attribute my stay to any
other motive than that to which I have above assigned it:
and to inform you, that as I know what has been said and
expected by the world in general, I propose, as well for my
own credit as for yours, to make known to my friends and
to yours, not only the distinguished manner in which you
have behaved towards me, but the causes which have prevented
my demonstrating my gratitude, by giving you every assistance
in the arduous service which you have to conduct.
I shall stay here as long as the season will permit, and then
I propose to go round to Madras; and if I cannot get well,
I believe I must try a cold climate . . .
* The ship due to sail with the remainder of the troops.
f It wa$ expected at that time that the affair in Egypt would be prac-
tically finished before the troops from India could arrive; which is
exactly what happened, General Baird's force coming in for the tail
end of the campaign.